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The United States sent six 
Air Force C-130 transports to 
southern Turkey yesterday for 
use if needed in evacuating 
the airline passengers held 
hostage by Palestinian guerril- 
las in Jordan. 

The White House announced 
that the 60-to-100-passenger 
planes had landed at Ineirlik 
air base near the Syrian bor- 
der, about an hour’s flying 
time from Amman. Each was 
carrying a medical evacuation 
team as a precautionary meas- 
ure. 

President Nixon, Secretary 
of State William P. Rogers 
and other high officials contin- 
ued to spend much of their 
time yesterday on the hijack- 
ing crisis. 

Late in the day, Rogers went 
to the White House to brief 
the President, who was de- 
scribed by Press Secretary 
Ronald L. Ziegler as having 
discussed the crisis by phone 
throughout the day with 


Rogers, Defense . Secretary 
Melvin R. Laird and Central 
Intelligency Agency Director 
Richard M. Helms. 

Mr. Nixon also dropped in 
at a White House meeting 
chaired by special assist- 
ant Peter M. Flanigan at which 
Federal Aviation Administra- 
tor John H. Shaffer, Assistant 
Treasury Secretary Eugene T. 
Rossides and representatives 
from , the FBI, CIA, Secret 
Service and other agencies 
reportedly discussed security 
measures to prevent future 
hijackings. — . . 

This meeting, informed 
sources said, also dealt with 
fears that a run of internation- 
al hijackings would be dis- 
astrous for airline revenues. 

A second, larger meeting at . 
the FAA included aviation in- 
dustry representatives and was 
described as covering “every 
conceivable method” of hijack- 
ing prevention. 
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DIPLOMACY, From A1 

With Shaffer called to the 
White House, this meeting was 
chaired by Associate Admini- 
strator George Moore. The 
roughly 30 participants, later 
scaled down, to a workini 
group of about 12, included 
Pan American World Airways 
president Najeeb. Halaby, 
Trans World Airways presi 
dent F.C, Wiser Jr., Air Line 
Pilots Association 1 president 
Charles H. Ruby and repre- 


sentatives of the International, 
Air Transport Association. 

Halaby, after returning to 
New York, told a press con- 
ference that he would support 
the use of armed security 
guards on international flights 
provided they were put there 
by the government and were 
“highly trained, precisely in- 
structed and under command 
of the airplane’s captain.” 

He said the pilots, previous- 
ly opposed, now would accept 
the guards. Informed sources 
said there was growing senti- 


ment for the idea at the FAA 
meeting, but that the group 
didn’t resolve whether such 
guards should be military or 
civilian. 

Halaby said new security 
measures were * now being 
taken on airliners and at air- 
ports, but he refused to spell 
out what was involved. A TWA 
spokesman earlier in the day 
said his airline’s “stepped-up 
security efforts” included ad- 
ditional inspection of hand-car- 
ried luggage “and a number of 


A 

other things that we can’t dis- 
close.” 

The consensus at yesterday’s 
FAA meeting was said to "be 
that passengers no longer 
were objecting strenuously to- 
luggage searches. The meeting 
also discussed new' security 
equipment, such as improved 
metal-sensing devices, for use 
at airports. 

Suggestions that the United 
States support a boycott of air- 
ports in countries that fail to 
act against hijackers continued 
to be received coolly. State De- 
partment , spokesman Robert 
J. McCloskey noted that the 
United States “has traditional- 
ly supported the expansion of 
international aviation,” but 
left open a possible shift of 
position “if it arises as a live 
issue.” 

Both McCloskey and Ziegler 
stressed repeatedly that the 
U.S. objective was to obtain 
the early release of all the 
hostages. ' 

. McCloskey denounced as “a 
particularly deplorable action” 
the guerrillas’ decision to hold 
Israeli and Jewish passengers 
aboard the 'hijacked planes 
while taking others to Amman , 
hotels. He called the hijackers 
“fanatics who have obviously 
jno regard for the welfare of 
[innocent people.” 

When asked whether the 
United States would agree to 
a deal that would leave Israel 
to strike a separate bargain 
with the guerrillas for release 
of its citizens, McCloskey said, 

“I would hope that would not 
be the result.” 

But he did not rule out that 
possibility, nor the further 
suggestion that the hijackers 
would release all but the Is- 
raelis and the American Jew- 
ish passengers. 

“My hope is, that we would 
not have to face such a deci- 
sion,” he said. “That would 
! add cruelty to cruelty.” 



